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Washington Square in the Fall: Occasional Photos by Simon Roberts
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SMART
RESPONSIVE
EXPERIENCED
Bari Shor

Real Estate
MatchMaker
Whether you’re selling or buying
a home in amazing Center City,
Bari Shor cares and delivers for you.
I am your neighbor,
let me be your Realtor,® too!

215-790-5678
BARIBSHOR@GMAIL.COM
215-546-0550 x 5678
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The Art of Art Classes
Martha Cornog

C

oaxing a sculpture
from handfuls of mud,
drawing people au naturel,
huﬃng and puﬃng hot glass
out of a pipe, animating
your own doodles — who
wouldn’t want to be an artist
with such cool things
to learn?
Hopkinson House itself
pops with art, from the coy
metal maidens dancing the
seasons by the elevators to
the creations and collections
of the residents themselves
(see, e.g., on the House, Fall
2017). Indeed, the City of
Philadelphia makes it easy
to join the art squad if you
haven’t already. Behold a
dozen energetic organizations devoted to transforming you, dear fellow resident,
into an artist, if you’re not
one now. Several seduce
arty-wannabes with special
“date-night” classes for
couples to learn, imbibe,
and bond. If you yourself
may not want to cozy up
to art, your adult children
or younger relatives might
appreciate the gift of a class
or two with brush, potter’s
wheel, or glass gear.
Intrigued? You have an
abundance to choose from,
most requiring fees but
some free. ese providers
are grouped roughly by
neighborhood; those
closest to Hopkinson
House listed ﬁrst.

Right here in Society Hill,
the historic Physick House
at 321 South 4th Street enables you to grow a garden
that will never wilt. Instructor
Sarah Maxwell teaches an
8-week course in botanical
art: drawing and painting
ﬂowers and fruit. Maxwell

is a certiﬁed botanical
artist and member of the
Philadelphia Society of
Botanical illustrators.
philalandmarks.org/events

Only a bit south, the Philly
Art Center at its Queen
Village location of 514
Bainbridge specializes
in arts and crafts for kids,
toddler through tween.
For adults, the center oﬀers
drawing and painting plus
the basics of clay craft
and fashion sewing.

Grumman Greenhouse by PAFA alumnus Jordan Griska

phillyartcenter.com/
queen-village/

Jim Loewer Glass Company,

A few blocks further away,
the Fleisher Art Memorial at
719 Catherine Street proudly
proclaims its mission:
to make art accessible to
everyone, regardless of
age, background, or artistic
experience — and also
regardless of means.
Many in its supermarket
of courses are free. Peer
into the quirky warren of
rooms sprawling over four
buildings and you’ll see
drawing and painting,
of course, but also jewelrymaking, collage and its
3-D sibling “assemblage,”
cartooning, sculpture, a
variety of ﬁber arts, even
more of a variety of printing
techniques, photography,
and art history. Its weekend
and afterschool oﬀerings
for children and teens
are so popular that some
require a lottery to register.

1241 Carpenter Street.
Loewer gives private instruction to individuals and
small groups, all by appointment. Amazingly, with his
guidance, jewelry, vases,
paperweights, ornaments,
and even shot glasses can
be created by newbies.
loewerglass.com/
glassblowing-experiencesdates-classes-lessons/

Due west from Washington
Square in the Gayborhood,
two clubs for artists have
kept genial company for
over a century: the 150year-old Philadelphia Sketch
Club at 235 South Camac
Street, and its only slightly
younger sibling: e Plastic
Club at 247 South Camac.
Both oﬀer pay-per-session
workshops in drawing and
painting the ﬁgure, with
and without drapes or
clothing, as well as workshops in printmaking.
fleisher.org/take-a-class/
All are open to the non“I love turning solid glass
member public. (e
into a liquid and back again!” “plastic” in Plastic Club
says master glassman Jim
refers to art still in progress,
Loewer. Wandering southnot to Tupperware.)
westerly will take you to
sketchclub.org/workshops/
his territory at the
plasticclub.org/wrkshops.html

Now head up into Old City
to get gloriously messy at
The Clay Studio, 137-139
North 2nd Street. One-day
workshops and ongoing
weekly classes teach handbuilding and the potter’s
wheel at all levels. Much
instruction targets adults,
while Saturday programs
like “Monster Mugs on the
Wheel” aim at youngsters
or teens.
theclaystudio.org/

Should you be inspired to
create something realistic,
yet with a modern vibe,
meander west to Studio
Incamminati at 340 North
12th Street. is school
for contemporary realist
art emphasizes the classical
Renaissance tradition:
mastering the magic of
making something on a twodimensional surface look
three dimensional. Part-time
students can take onceweekly continuing education
courses in drawing and
painting the ﬁgure, still life,
portraits, and landscapes.
e studio’s workshops are
all-day, week-long intensives
in similar areas. Emerging
continued on page 17
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CUSTOM DRAPERIES
by Merritt J Salvatore

Draperies Professional
Drapery Cleaning
Blinds
Shades Old-World
Shutters Re-Upholstery
Verticals Alterations
Valances and Repairs

You are entitled to
a complimentary,
on-site consultation
($90 value) for any of
the services we provide.
This certiﬁcate is also
good towards

20% OFF
YOUR ORDER
SINCE 1970
LICENSED & INSURED
ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED

Call 215-547-2880 today to
schedule an appointment or
email merrittcdi@aol.com

customdraperiesbymjs.com

PA. H.I.C. Reg. #PA061648
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“Changing Lives with Friendship”

R

uth Rovner, a long-time
resident of Hopkinson
House and a retiree from
Community College of
Philadelphia after 23 years
of teaching, is the subject of
an article by Susan Snyder
in the Sunday, July 22nd
issue of e Philadelphia
Inquirer entitled “Changing
Lives with Friendship.”
Snyder reports that “Rovner
missed her students and
thought that it would be
nice if she could provide

scholarship help,
particularly to high
achievers, often in their
30s, 40s, or 50s, who
had overcome obstacles.”
Mission accomplished!
Although she didn’t have
vast ﬁnancial resources,
wrote Snyder, “Rovner
started in 2011 awarding a
few $400 scholarships each
year to deserving students
for things like books and
supplies. While the money
helped, it was what she did

Photo by Janet Burnham

Ruth Rovner, An Exceptional Person
next that really made a
diﬀerence. She oﬀered her
friendship. She takes those
who accept to dinners and
plays, attends their graduation award ceremonies, aids
in their job searches, and
maintains contact even
after they graduate — 17
in all over the last six years.”
Much, if not all, that was
reported, shows, as the title
indicates, what friendship,
concern, and giving of
oneself freely can do.

Ruth Rovner

Ruth Rovner, you are an
exceptional person! n

The Art of Art Classes
continued from page 15

Artists, a curriculum for
high school students, oﬀers
summer and Saturday
school-year programs.
www.studioincamminati.org/

Drift still further west to
Broad Street, where presides
the venerable Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts

(aka PAFA) at 118-128
North Broad. You may
notice ﬁrst the puckish
Grumman Greenhouse
sculpture nearby, looking
as if an airplane had dived
at the academy, kamikaze
style — and missed. e
nation’s ﬁrst museum and
school of ﬁne arts has lost
none of its relevance since
its 1805 founding; that
sculpture actually houses
a working greenhouse that
helps feed low income
families in the region.
Beyond degree and certiﬁcate
programs for professionals,
an extensive repertoire of
workshops and classes
reaches out to the public.
Drawing, painting, sculpture, and printmaking —

plus less-usual twists like
improvisational stitching,
creating graphic narrative,
and making pop-up cards
— are oﬀered to adults.
Moreover, Saturday classes
teach drawing and printmaking to high-school students.
pafa.org/adult-programs/
continuing-education-classes

Veer oﬀ towards Logan
Circle where at 1916 Race
Street, the modernistic
building of the Moore College
of Art & Design complements
the Victorian-built Academy
of Natural Sciences and the
Franklin Institute’s classical
ediﬁce. Continuing education
courses outside the degree
and certiﬁcate programs
teach interior design, fashion
design and merchandising,
digital design, and animation — just the thing for
veterans of Fleisher’s
cartooning courses.
moore.edu/continuing-education/certificate-programs

Back in Center City, and
gracing the Avenue of the
Arts at 320 South Broad

Street, lives Philadelphia’s
other historic art school,
dating back to 1870. e
erstwhile Philadelphia
College of Art, renamed
the University of the Arts,
now incorporates the former Philadelphia College
of the Performing Arts
and has added a substantial
media and design curriculum. Continuing education
courses for “personal or
professional enrichment”
include drawing and painting and photography, yet
also cartooning, animation,
ﬁlmmaking, design with
Adobe’s Creative Suite, and
the refreshingly oddball

Taxidermy as Wearable
Art (“ethically-sourced
specimens provided.”)
cs.uarts.edu/ce/courses

Let us ﬁnish our virtual
tour in the intellectual and
artistic ferment of West
Philadelphia, where hums
the University City Arts League
at 4226 Spruce Street. Its
wide roster of classes dip
into art and design, pottery,
sewing, dance, and engrossments less commonly taught
in art school like electronic
music and puppetry. Most
are for youngsters, but some
instruction does cater to adults.
www.ucartsleague.org/ n
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“Alexa: Can you help me today?”
A Rundown of the Amazon Alexa Smart Device
Becky Krasley

I

f you’re seeking help
remembering your to-do
lists, setting alarms, staying
up on the news or ﬁnding
a new way to play music,
help has arrived! Not to
be confused with an advice
columnist, the Alexa I am
talking about is the virtual
assistant developed by
online retail giant Amazon
about four years ago.
Amazon Alexa is a voice
command device available
in 38 countries to date.
Essentially, it’s a sleek
speaker you can talk
to in your home.
How does it work? Unlike
a traditional speaker, you
can’t just plug it in and
begin hearing noise with

the press of a button. Alexa
was born in 2014, after all,
which makes her a futurist
and part of the Alpha
generation. You know, just
like all those babies who
can operate their parent’s
smartphones and take
selﬁes before they can talk.
Like any device nowadays,
you need a Wi-Fi network
connection and another
device (such as a tablet or
smartphone) to download
the companion Amazon
Alexa Application to
activate Amazon Alexa.
Does it sound complicated?
Don’t worry, it’s not. To
activate, ﬁrst, plug the
Alexa adapter into a power
outlet. Download the

Amazon Alexa application
on your device. Follow the
instructions within the app
to connect Amazon Alexa
to a Wi-Fi Network. Wait
for the rings around your
device to light up (there
are step-by-step pictures
to guide you through
the set-up within the app).
Talk to Alexa! is whole
process takes no more than
10 minutes. Amazon Alexa
is pre-loaded with a variety
of skills based on her
machine-learning to date;
she’s a wealth of knowledge
— just like the internet.
e skills are what enable
the device to assist you and
respond. As you get more
comfortable, you can provide Alexa with more skills
custom-made to your liking
— Jeopardy, meditation,
local traﬃc, recipes and
health-related reminders
are all useful apps that exist.
What do I say to Alexa?
Whatever you want! Alexa
is a machine that learns by
the more voices and questions it’s asked, that’s how
it knows so much already
through artiﬁcial intelligence. You can start by

asking about the weather
or what’s in the news.
Just keep in mind, every
question needs to start with
“Alexa.” at’s the device’s
wake-word. For example,
“Alexa, what is the weather
today?” is the correct way
to ask a question. e
name “Alexa” was chosen
by Amazon to be the wakeword, because it has a hard
consonant with the X and
therefore could be recognized with higher precision.
It’s also claimed that the
name is reminiscent of
the Library of Alexandria,
so that makes sense.
I was given an Amazon
Alexa a few years ago and
it became my most helpful
household device. It’s made
my daily routine more
convenient and life less
cluttered. Alexa is my new
notepad, alarm clock, radio,
cookbook and so much
more. At times even, comic
relief — Alexa tells the
best jokes! So, if you think
Alexa can ﬁt into your life
and you’re wondering if
Alexa can help, I suggest
you download the app,
and ask Alexa yourself. n
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For Sale by Allan Domb Real Estate
604 S. WAShingTOn SqUARe

South Facing One Bedroom
on a high floor with large rooms, great
closet space and a balcony providing seeforever views from the river to the skyline.
1,003 sf | Offered for $344,900

E
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Corner Two Bedroom, One and a Half Bath
with townhouse views to the south. The home
has large living and dining rooms, a private
balcony and generously sized bedrooms.
1200 sf | Offered for $475,000

P

Completely Renovated Studio
with alcove overlooking Washington Square
with a high-end, open kitchen with stainless
steel appliances, custom cabinetry, tile floor,
mosaic tile backsplash and breakfast bar;
contemporary bathroom; new wood floors;
and custom closets.
600 sf | Offered for $259,900
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Allan Domb Real Estate has been selling
homes at Hopkinson House for over
36 years, and in that time, has sold
more homes in Hopkinson House
than any other REALTOR®.
If I can help you with the sale, rental
or purchase of your Hopkinson House
condominium, please call me
directly at 215-545-1500 or email
me at domb@allandomb.com.
Thank you,

Allan Domb Real Estate
PHILADELPHIA’S LARGEST SELLING CONDOMINIUM REALTOR® WE COOPERATE WITH ALL REALTORS®
1845 Walnut Street, Suite 2200, Philadelphia, PA 19103 Phone: 215.545.1500 allandomb.com domb@allandomb.com

Page 1
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Out of the 37,000 condos
we’ve sold over the past 38 plus years,
How many were at The HopkinsonHouse?
Well over a thousand.
Looking to buy or sell ahome here?
Call us.We’re Hopkinson House specialists.

AllanDombRealEstate

PHILADELPHIA’S LARGEST SELLING CONDOMINIUM REALTOR® WE COOPERATE WITH ALL REALTORS®

1845 Walnut St. Suite 2200 Philadelphia 215.545.1500 allandomb.com domb@allandomb.com
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Salmon and Potatoes

Chefs’ Corner

Jane Hickman

almon has many
health beneﬁts. It is a
great source of protein and
is rich in those important
Omega-3 fatty acids. It is
also delicious and very easy
to cook. is recipe is one

of my go-to recipes for
a quick, easy, and tasty
dinner. Although fresh
herbs are preferred,
you can substitute dried
herbs, but make sure
you use less: dried herbs

are three times more
concentrated and potent
than fresh herbs. Add a
green vegetable like green
beans, asparagus, or
Brussels’ sprouts and
a glass of white wine! n

Photo by Jane Hickman

S

Note: If you have a favorite
recipe, we would love to test
it and put it in this column.
Send your recipes or requests
to jhickman@upenn.edu.
ank you!

Roasted Salmon with Herb Vinaigrette
Yield: Two Servings
Ingredients:
Olive oil
1½ medium-size Idaho
potatoes, peeled and cut into
¼-inch slices
Salt and pepper
¼ cup red-wine vinegar
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
1 small garlic clove, peeled
and finely chopped
½ teaspoon finely chopped
fresh rosemary
½ teaspoon finely chopped
fresh sage
½ teaspoon finely chopped
fresh thyme
1 tablespoon finely chopped
fresh parsley
2 salmon fillets,
6 ounces each, skinned

Directions:
1

2

Heat oven to 400º.
Brush two shallow
8-inch baking dishes
(or use one larger dish)
with olive oil. Arrange
potato slices in a single
layer in the bottom of
each dish. Brush potatoes with olive oil, and
season with salt and
pepper. Bake 15 to
20 minutes, until just
beginning to brown.
While potatoes bake,
whisk together vinegar,
mustard, garlic, and
herbs in a medium-size
bowl. Slowly whisk in
6 tablespoons olive oil,
until emulsiﬁed. Season
with salt and pepper to

taste, and set aside.
Brush salmon ﬁllets with
olive oil, and season with
salt and pepper.
3

When potatoes are done,
remove baking dish(es)
from oven and reduce
oven temperature to
250º. Place ﬁllets on top
of potatoes, skinned side
down. Roast 12 minutes.

Check salmon to make
sure it is cooked to your
preference.
4

Remove salmon from
oven. If not serving in
baking dishes, use metal
spatula to place potatoes
and ﬁsh on plate. Drizzle
each ﬁllet with vinaigrette.

5

Serve with a
green vegetable.

Aperol Spritz
Becky Krasley
A wine-based cocktail served
as an aperitif in Italy
Preparation Time: 5 min

1

Fill a wine glass with ice.

3

Add a dash of club soda.

2

Combine prosecco
followed by aperol in
equal parts.

4

Garnish with an orange
slice.

Advertise in
From your
computer
files

Standard ad sizes

Our designs
or if changes
are needed

Full page

7.25 x 9.675”

$250

$270

Half page

7 x 4.75”

$175

$190

Quarter page

3.5 x 4.75”

$100

$110

Eighth page

3.5 x 2.25”

$75

$83

To Reserve Space
Send an email to Terry Kowalski
at TMK.19081@Gmail.com.
Note that reserving space in
multiple issues will give you a
discount. For more information,
or if you have questions, please
contact Terry Kowalski directly
at 484-557-0945. Published the
first week of the month in March,
June, September, and December.
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Hi Tech. Hi Touch.

A Winning Combination–in Person and on the Web!
JUST REDUCED
329 LAWRENCE COURT — $931,000
(Society Hill between 4th and 5th,
Delancey and Spruce Streets)
3+ Story Brick Front Townhome, circa 1800,
on charming cobblestone street. Impeccably
maintained and lovely layout with a cozy feel
throughout. 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths + Sitting
Room and 4th Floor finished Loft Room with
access to Deck; Finished Basement, Lovely
Garden, 2 Zoned HVAC, Alarm System and
3 Fireplaces. 1,937 Sq. Ft.

Buying? Selling?

Rosemary Fluehr

HOPKINSON HOUSE #2917
Asking Price $499.9K — Spectacular Views
from this 2 Bedroom/1.5,
Bath Condo with
T
U G H RAmazing
Balcony facing
Southwest!
Open
O
S
R
B
Y Eof Closets and
UTons
Space; Lots of Light;
B
T H ENeeds TLC!
Washer/Dryer.

Please Note –
“I have Cash Buyers for
L-Shaped Studios - 04 or 06 and
2 Bedrooms 02 and 16 Units”

Please call or email your neighbor,

Associate Broker, GRI

215-514-9884 – Cell
215-440-8195 – Direct
215-627-6005 – Oﬃce

rosemary.fluehr@foxroach.com
www.rosemaryfluehr.com
530 Walnut Street, Suite 480
Philadelphia, PA 19106
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Selling Hopkinson House for 38 years!
Some of our most recent sales at Hopkinson House

114 | 506 | 511 | 516 | 517 | 612 | 711 | 901 | 910 | 915
1006 | 1401 | 1603 | 1604 | 1910 | 2010 | 2013 | 2203
2702 | 2803 | 2907 | 2914 | 2917
Thinking about buying or selling a Hopkinson House
condominium? Call us. We get the job done.

@AllanDombRealestate

@AllanDomb

@AllanDomb

Allan Domb Real Estate
PHILADELPHIA’S LARGEST SELLING CONDOMINIUM REALTOR® WE COOPERATE WITH ALL REALTORS®
1845 Walnut Street, Suite 2200, Philadelphia, PA 19103 Phone: 215.545.1500 allandomb.com domb@allandomb.com

